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RETROSPECTIVE WORDS. 

With this number is closed another, the thirty- 
seventh, volume of the Mepicat anp SurcicaL 
Reporter, and also the year. In spite of the 
difficulties which have so numerously beset the 
prosecution of enterprises of every kind, owing 

,to commercial prostration and war, it is grati- 


fying to observe that the ardor of scientific in- 
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vestigation has not been cooled, and a constant 
addition to the stores of medical science is not- 
able. We have but to glance at the ample in- 
dexes of the two volumes of this journal for 
1877 to obtain a brief abstract and full chroni- 
cle of the ceaseless activity of the students in 
our profession. 

The Reviews and Book Notices record a more 
than usual outflow of treatises, essays, and 
monographs, while in our Notes on Current 
Medical Literature are preserved very abundant 
records of the more ephemeral contributions to 
the literature of the profession. An examina- 
tion of these indicates a cheering tendency 
toward original thought and experimental 
methods of study, as well as a devotion of time, 
more and more, to special branches. 

The Medical Societies whose meetings have 
been recorded during the year, have added 
much to the general fund of knowledge, and 
have rendered even a greater boon by promoting 
good feeling and harmony of action among 
members of the profession. They are standing 
evidences of the advantage which the principle 
of “solidarity,” as it is termed by political 
economists, is bound to exercise in the social 
growth of the future. 

The wide survey of the activity of our con- 
temporaries which has been given in the Peri- 
scopic department of the Reporter, adds to the 
testimony above referred to of the solid and 
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actual progress in medicine. So rapid is it, 
that he who neglects the diligent perusal of 
periodical literature for a single year, feels a 
sensible loss and strangeness when he resumes 
it. ° 

Probably the most vivid portraiture of the 
actual condition of advanced medicine is to be 
found in the “‘ Hospital Reports,” the clinical 
lectures of eminent and active medical teachers. 
To these, as heretofore, we have given special 
prominence during the past year, and have 
completed our arrangements to secure even 
more extensive reports in the future. 

We have here said nothing of the original 
communications contributed to this journal. 
These may appropriately form the theme of 
another review of the year. 





Notes AND CoMMENTs. 
Futuré Arrangements. 

We have completed arrangements for a series 
of selected clinical lectures from Chicago, in 
addition to those from Baltimore, New York, 
and Philadelphia. Our list of contributors for 
1878 will be fully equal to any we have ever 
laid before our readers, and in other respects 
we are safe in promising volumes of unusual 
interest for the coming year. 

Will our subscribers kindly do their share by 
an early remittance of the amounts due on their 
subscriptions, so that neither they nor ourselves 
need suffer the inconvenience of sending or re- 
ceiving reminders of indebtedness ? 





Domestic Remedy in Scrofulosis. 
A correspondent in Missouri sends us a 
recipe of local celebrity in various forms of 
scrofulosis. It is as follows :— 


Sarsaparilla root, 

Burdock root, ia ib} 
Poke root, tb7 
Puccoon root, Th} 
May-apple root, th} 
Whisky, one gallon. 


A teaspoonful three times a day. This is 
undoubtedly a very efficient preparation in a 
wide class of cases, the ingredients being well- 
known articles of the indigenous materia 
medica. 





CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Maternal Impressions. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 


Allow me, through the columns of your valu- 
able journal, to put on record one of those 
mysterious cases, seeming to show the influence 
of the mother on the foetus in utero. 

The first week in February, 1877, Mrs. H. 
was unwell (menstrually). She had been 
married nine years, without daring to beget 
children, on account of somewhat feeble health ; 
but having gained considerably during the 
year previous, she was very desirous of child- 
bearing. 

At the end of the week she left her husband 
for a three-weeks’ visit with some relatives. 
The next month her courses did not put in an 
appearance. -About four months afterward, 
while visiting a friend, she was startled by a 
couple of Cuban bloodhounds around the corner 
of the house, one of them, open-mouthed, spring- 
ing at her. She involuntarily covered her face 
with her hands, a very unusual thing with her. 
I heard through a lady friend that she feared her 
child would be marked in some way about the 
face, and she told me so herself when she was 
confined, which occurred December 5th, full 
three ‘weeks later than would be saad § 
She had excellent health all summer, and the 
child seemed lively and vigorous. The waters 
dribbled away the week before I was sent for. 
After a tedious labor she was delivered (instru- 
mentally) of a large, well-developed male child, 
still-born; everything perfect but the head. 
This was small, somewhat round, the posterior 
part covered with a flesh-looking membrane ; the 
eyes large, round, situated at the upper and outer 
angles of the face; the mouth immense, nearly 
three inches from side to side, and two 
inches from above down. The tongue large, 
and would have protruded like a dog’s, except 
held by the frenum, which was attached to the 
lower lip. The ears were not large, but pendo- 
lous, and like a dog’s in shape and location. 

Cc. z FREEMAN, M.D. 

Newark, Iilinois.. 





Silver Plate in Cranial Wounds. 
Ep. Mev. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


In reply to Dr. Sigworth’s communication of 
the 26th ultimo in regard to the use of a silver 
plate in preventing escape of brain substance, I 
would state that I found no difficulty in keeping 
the plate in situ in the Moun case until it 
healed over. This was accomplished by shav- 
ing the scalp around the wound, and running 
strips of adhesive plaster over the plate in 


different directions. A compress and roller, 
firmly applied, and changed as often as neces- 
sary to insure firmness and cleanliness, fully 
prevented protrusion of cerebral substance 
through the opening in the skull, which was 
nearly two inches by three inches. The wound 
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was entirely healed at the end of a month, when 
the silver plate was removed. Any other 
method devised which would accomplish the 
same ends would certainly be good surgery, 
but the firm, smooth and non-irritating silver 
plate has proven most satisfactory in my 
practice in these cases. I might be permitted 
to add, that when there is insufficient pressure 
kept up, so that there is the least protrusion of 
cerebral substance, that dangerous affection 
known as fungus of the brain is almost sure to 
supervene. I. N. Snrvety. 
aynesboro, Pa., Dec. 13th, 1877. 





News AND MIscELLANY. 


Chloroform Hallucinations. 


A surgeon in England was recently tried for 
mae on a woman under the influence of chloro- 

orm. 

For the defence, Dr. B. W. Richardson was 
called, and stated, from the evidence in the 
present case, he should say that the patient had 
reached the second stage. The usual symptoms 
accompanying that stage were loss of conscious- 
ness and, in the case of women, development of 
any hysterical tendencies, any operation being 
— at this stage, the patient resisting 
and screaming if touched. It was at this period 
that the patient was subject to illusions. A 
ager who was deprived of the power of motion 

y chloroform would, in his judgment, be de- 
prived of the power of sight. He knew from 
his own personal experience that persons in 
the second stage were subject to delusions as 
to what had been done to them during the time. 
He gave an instance of a lady who, in the 
presence of himself, her father and mother, and 
a dentist’s assistant, while under the influence 
of chloroform, brought a charge against the 
dentist who was operating upon her, precisely 
similar to the one in the present case, and con- 
tinued firm in the belief that the charge was 
well founded, long after the influence of the 
chloroform had passed off, and probably still 
continued in the belief. 

Other medical witnesses were called, and 
expressed their concurrence in Dr. Richardson's 
evidence. It was stated that all the medical 
witnesses for the defence had come forward to 
give their evidence entirely gratuitously. 

The jury returned a verdict of not guilty. 





Dr. Edward H. Clark, of Boston, Mass. 


This esteemed medical teacher died Novem- 
ber 30th, 1877, in the 57th year of his age: 
He graduated at Harvard in 1841; at the 
Medical Department of the University of Penn- 
sylvania in 1846. In 1850*he and other medi- 
cal men of Boston started the Boylston Medi- 
cal School, and in 1855 he was appointed Pro- 
fessor of Materia Medica in the Harvard Medi- 
cal School, which position he held until 1872. 
He was a most successful lecturer and teacher, 
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and made the dry subject of “ Materia Medica” 
interesting and instructive. In the early por- 
tion of his career he devoted much time and 
careful study to the subject of diseases of the 
ear. Dr. Clark published in 1858 a most 
valuable paper on perforations of the mem- 
brana tympani, its causes and treatment, which 
even at the present day has not been excelled 
in its completeness and the sound principles of 
treatment there laid down, and above all, the 
caution which he gives to physicians as to the 
necessary careful attention which should be 
given to the ears of their patients during the 
course of the acute exanthema. Dr. Clark was 
a cultivated gentleman and a man of fine lit- 
erary culture, being very free from selfish 
views, giving every one credit, and being” 
careful never to hurt the feelings of his medi- 
cal brethren. In Dr. Clark’s retirement from 
the active duties of his profession, he devoted 
much time to popular subjects, frequently giv- 
ing his advice, the result of thirty years’ ex- 
perience. He was principally known to the 
general reading public by his useful essays 
on Sex in Education, ete. May his noble ex- 
ample be followed by the members of the pro- 
fession. 





A Homeopathic Declaration. 


Ata meeting of the Homeopathic Medical 
Society of Albany County, New York, on De- 
cember 11th, the following advanced resolution 
was adopted :— 

“That the theory of dynamization of drugs 
promulgated by Hahnemann in the Organon 
is, in the opinion of this society, falsein theory, 
and should be discarded by the homeopathic 
profession.” 

This is quite a step in the right direction. 





Personal. . 


—Dr. Thomas F. Rumbold, of St. Louis, has 
taken charge of the St. Louis Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. He is already known as an able 
contributor to the literature of the profession, 
and no doubt will conduct the periodical in 
question with energy and success. He has our 
best wishes. 


—Dr. H. S. Tanner, of Minnesota, whose . 
alleged fast for forty-two days George Francis 
Train so vigorously denounced as a fraud, has 
written a long letter asserting the truth of the 
story as originally told. He says that the ex- 

eriment was undertaken, not for notoriety nor 
or money, but for the sake of suffering hu- 
mapity. 

—Dr. S. E. Thayer, of Massachusetts, writes 
us that he has in his possession a tenia solium, 
in one piece, 22 feet 17 inches in length, which 
was removed from a child, twenty-three months 
old, by a single dose of kooso. 

—Dr. Bouvier, of Paris, and Dr. Barth, of the 
same city, both practitioners of very advanced 
years and much celebrity, died recently. 
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—Dr. J. G. Richardson has been unanimously 
elected to fill the chair of Hygiene in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, made vacant by the 
resignation of Dr. Horace B. Hare. 


OBITUARY. 


DR. JAMES B. COLEMAN, 


Of Trenton, New Jersey, died December 19th, of 
paralysis, at the age of 73 years. He graduated at 
the Yale Medical &chool in 1829. Dr, Coleman prac- 
ticed in Trenton for the last forty years. He was 
noted for his attainments in almost every direction. 
His love for investigation led him to make innu- 
merable inventions, which he always allowed 
others to utilize, While physician at the State 
Prison, in 1841, he originated the plan of forced 
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ventilation by means of blowing fans, and the 
Legislature -at once adopted it. When electro: | 
plating was made known he at once conceived the 
idea of applying the process to f.rming raised | 
wood-cuts. He invented a method of firing heavy 
ordnance, such as fifteen or twenty-inch guns, by 
means of a central chamber, which, being fired 
first, overcomes the inertia of the ball. A series of 
papers on natural and artificial mechanism were 
republished in the Scientific American and in 
Europe. Thirty-five years ago he successfully ex- 
tirpated the parotid gland of a patient, and was 
skillful in the most difficult operations. The “ Cities 
of the Plain,’ republished anonymously in Boston, 
was his, as well as the “* Last Reveille,” which at- 
tracted so much attention during the war. A gen- 
eration since he drew quite a number of political 
cartoons, one of which did more than any other 
cause to defeat John R. Thomson, in his candidacy 
for Governor of New Jersey. His “Gold Humbug” 
caricature was published in New York, in the form 
of a fifty-cent ticket, during the United States Bank 
difficulties. Over three hundred thousand were 
circulated. He has been president of the Medical 
Society of his State, of the Trenton Board of Health, 
and enjoyed the esteem of the most cultured, not 
only in his own home, but in Philadelphia, New 
York, and, indeed, wherever known. 


DR. THEODORE HORWITZ, 


On last Saturday morning a procession, consist- 
ing of a large number of the students of the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, was formed on Tenth street, 
and marched to the residence of Dr. Phineas Hor- 
witz, furmerly Chief of the Navai Bureau, to pay 
their last tribu'e of respect to his son, Dr. Theodore 
Horwitz, late Assistant Demonstrator of Anatomy 
at the Jefferson Medical College, and member of the 
Surgical Staff of the Jefferson College Hospital. On 
the return of the procession to the lecture room, a 
meeting was organized, by calling George T. Mac- 
Cord, of Pitisburg, Pa., to the chair, and J. Moore 
Campbell, Secretary. A committee Was chosen to 
prepure a series of resolutions expressive of the 
sentiments of the class, who reported the follow- 
ing :— 

WHeERg#AS, Dr. Theodore Horwitz has been re- 
moved from our circle by the hand of death, which 
exercises no partiality toward old or young; there- 
fore, be it 

Reso.ved, That we, the students of the Jefferson 
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Medical College, have, by his death, lost an efficient 
and able anatomical instructor, and the medical 
profession at large an honored, true, and highly - 
respected member. 

esolved, That we recognize in him 4a thorough 
scholar, an enthusiastic member of the medi-al 
| eae = a genial companion and a sympathbizing 
riend, and one for whom bright laurels were in 
store, had he not been cut off at. the dawn of his 
useful ness, 

Resolved, That we tender to the afflicted family 
our sincere sympathy in the loss they have sus- 
tained in their famiiy circle, and that a copy of 
these resolutions be presented to the father of the 
deceased, and published in the daily papers, as 
well as in the medical journals of Philadelphia. 


J. H. BITTINGER, Pa. 
W. S..Jongs, N. J. 
A. P. WITTING, Ky, 
J. L. MILurKIN, Pa. 
B. MILLER, Mo. 


Committee. 


At a special meeting of the Assistant Demon- 
strators of Anatomy of the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege. the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted :— 

WHEREAS, The Assistant Demonstrators of An- 
atomy have heard with profound grief and regret 
of the decease of their Associate, Dr. Theodore 
Horwitz, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we regret the death of Dr. Horwitz, 
as a most pain'ul affliction, alike to his family, the 
profession, and to us his associates. 

Resolved, That we desire to express to his bereaved 
and sorely-st: icken family the love and admiration 
bee — him, and grief in the great loss thus sus- 

ned, : 

Resolved, That as we knew him to be a gentleman, 
a scholar of high attainments, an earnest worker 
and thinker, we feel that we can the more derply 
sympathize with his bereaved family in this the 
hour of their deep sorrow. ; 

Resolved, That a committee of this body be ap- 
pointed to attend his funeral. 

Resolved, That a c py of these resolutions be 
furnished to the ae of and printed in the Medical 
Journals of Philadelphia and daily papers. 

J. V. SHOEMAKER, M.D, 

THOMAS E. RicH, M.D. 

W. G. MCCONNELL, M.D. 

JESSE WILLIAMSON, M.D. * 
Committee. 
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MARRIAGES. 


®HOLLAND— Prunty.—At_ Ashland, Ill, Thurs- 
day, December 20th, Dr. D. J. Holiand, of Atchison, 
Kansas, and Miss Mary E. Prunty. 
JARRWIT—KIMBALL.—On Thanksgiving morning, 
November 29th, at the residence of E.M. Hoffman, 
in Livermore, Cal., by Rev. Charles W, Anthony, G. 
Beiton Jarrett, formerly a resident of Pittsburg, 
Pa,, and graduate of the Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia, class of 1870, and Miss Almina C 
Kimball, formerly of Rochester, Minnesota. 


MATTHEWS—ALLARD.+On Wednesday, Novem- 


ber ws 1877, at Fuir Haven, Vermont, by the Rev. 
lar 


‘ k, W. Leaming Matthews, M.D., of Phiia- 
mo og and Miss Katie M. Allard, of the former 
place. ; 

WorTZ—ALTMAIER.—On the 2th ultimo, in 
Philadeiphia, by Rev. 8. Breihoff, at the St. Bonafa- 
cius’ Koman Catholic Uhureh, John B. Wurtz, M.D., 
and Miss Julia S. Altmaier. 





DEATHS. 


PINKNEY—In New York, on the7th instant, after a 
lingering illness, Clara, beloved wife of Dr. Howard 
Pinkney, M.D., in the thirty-ninth year of her age. 

WILKINSON.—In this city, on the 23d ultimo, Ros 
M. Wiikinson, M.D. 











